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 About Module 3A 

Introducing Module 3A! 
Analyzing Narrative and Supporting Opinions: 

A Study of Peter Pan 
 

 Unit 1:  How Authors Capture Readers’ Imaginations, A Study  
             of Peter Pan 

 

 Unit 2:  Reading Like a Writer: Writing Imagined Scenes of  
            Peter Pan and Bringing the Story to Life 

 

 Unit 3:  Writing Like a Reader: Developing Opinion’s about the 
             Author’s Craft in Peter Pan 

 

This module focuses on a deep study of the classic tale Peter Pan. 

Students will consider the guiding question: How do writers capture a 

reader’s imagination? Students begin their work by analyzing narratives 

with a particular focus on character, which is central to the third-grade 

standards. Students will practice crafting opinions and supporting 

reasons about specific questions related to Peter Pan’s central 

characters. Students will be shown how to consider how their own 

perspective may or may not be different from that of a character in 

the story. Later in the module, students will look at Peter Pan 

through the lens of a writer, examining author’s craft, specifically the 

use of dialogue and vivid language. Students then will write their own 

imagined scene about Peter Pan. Students will compare scenes from the 

Classic Starts edition of Peter Pan to those scenes in the script of 

Peter Pan, adapted from J. M. Barrie’s original 1910 play. They will 

build fluency through Readers Theater, reenacting excerpts from the 

script. In the last part of the module students will shift their focus 

and consider how readers share their own opinions about a book and will 

write an opinion piece about which character in Peter Pan most 

effectively captures their imagination and why. 

 Guiding Questions and Big Ideas of this Module… 
 

How do writers capture a reader’s imagination? 

Authors develop characters using vivid description to help the reader imagine the character and bring the character to life.  

Authors make intentional choices to capture their reader’s imagination.  

Classic stories are told in different ways over time.  

Readers have differing opinions about the texts they read and support their opinions with evidence from the text. 

 

 



  
 
 
  

 

 Launching Unit 1:  
 

 

In this first unit, students begin reading a classic piece of literature 

to build their understanding of how writers craft stories that 

capture a reader’s imagination. Students will begin their study of 

Peter Pan by exploring how readers hold on to a narrative over time 

when reading chapter books. Through a series of close-reading lessons, 

students will build their ability to read longer, more complex texts. 

Students will build their vocabulary through routines that focus on 

the key vocabulary they need to analyze narratives (character, 

traits, motivations, actions, sequence of events, scene) as well as 

specific vocabulary from the beautifully written text Peter Pan. 

Through reading, writing, and discussion, students will begin to 

analyze the characters by carefully examining the traits, motivations, 

and actions of the novel’s main characters. Students will be 

introduced to opinion writing as they deepen their ability to analyze 

character and how a character moves the story along. They will 

develop and support opinions about specific characters, gathering 

specific passages from the text as evidence. The class will engage in 

discussion groups in which students form and support opinions about 

characters and their actions in the text. After each discussion, 

students will write about how their opinion may or may not have 

changed based on the evidence their group presented.  

 
  

 Module Performance Task: Summary and Opinion Writing:  

 Who Is An Interesting Character in Peter Pan, and Why? 

Key Unit Vocabulary 
 

notice, wonder, norms, 

record, details, excerpt, 

setting, characters, events, 

literary, chapter, dialogue, 

“capture my imagination,” 

tidy, jealous, soothingly, 

character, traits, evidence, 

contagious, emerging, huffed, 

cooperating, naughty,  

motivations, flattered, 

maternal, sly, actions, 

sequence, distracted, 

annoyed, compromised, 

describe, analysis, opinion, 

reasons, shrill, excitedly, 

urging, sternly, frantically, 

figurative, literal, point of 

view, pride, thundered, dazed, 

madly, distinguish, 

paragraph, essay 

 

 

To show their growing expertise as readers and writers, students will write 
a brief summary paragraph or essay about Peter Pan as well as an opinion 
paragraph about a character from the text (published in a book jacket).  
This two-part assessment task centers on NYSP12 ELA CCLS RL.3.3, RL.3.5, W.3.1, W.2, W.3.4, 

W.3.5, L.3.1, L.3.2, and L.3.3. 

Unit 1 Assessments 
 

Mid-Unit:  
Character Analysis: Peter Pan’s Traits, Motivations, and Actions that Contribute to a Sequence 
of Events in the Story 
This assessment centers on NYSP12 ELA CCLS RL.3.3. 

End-of-Unit:  
Opinion Writing about Wendy’s Actions 
This assessment centers on NYSP12 ELA CCLS R.3.6, W.3.1, and L.3.6. 
 


